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MICHAEL PH ELAN'S WIDOW

Br CHARLES T. HARVEY.

The summer of 1S53 witnessed the
commencment of the work of building the
ship canal which was to open up the wa-te- i

s of the greatest of lakes to the com
rueroial murine of its sister lakes in the
basin drained by the river StLawrence,
and make possible the vast commerce
which has since been developed upon
and through those mighty waters. Then
the straggling village of "Sault K to. Ma-
rie," situated near the base of the falls of
tbe St. Mary's river (which with

..v-- r sixt-Jc- feet of descent within
one lineal mile, compelled laud carriage
of persons and property around them),
was nearly as remote from the outer
world, as a settlement upon tbe shores of
Hudson Buy would be at the present
time. Two pairs of horses hauling cars
upon a tramway around the falls then
sufficed to transfer all the commerce of
the Lake Superior region !

The Federal Government having in
1852, made a grant of land to the State
of Michigan in trust, wherewith to se-

cure the mains for building a canal
arojnd those falls, that State sub-le- t
the work of constructing it, for the right
to the binds, to a corporation compos ad
of Eastern State capitalists, who ap-
pointed the writer of this narative as
their executive under the title of Gen-
eral Agent, to organize a force of work-
men and enter noon the undertaking.

His headquarters were first temporar-
ily located at Detroit, as the nearest
city, in direct communication, where he
enlisted and accompanied a force of
some lite hundred men as the first de-
tachment, and loaded one of the largo
lake steameis with them, and a due
quota of supplies and provisions, tools,
machinery, horses, lumber, etc , for
transportation to the laoality of the
work, as the sparsely settled region
about the fails, could not be relied
upoa for such recourses to any appreci-
able extent.

A cotnmiserat was organized on the
passage, and as soon as the lauding was
made horses were hitched up into teams,
the lnmler hauled on to the canal res-
ervation, and in 4.S hours the men were
housed in improvise! buildings and
regular meals provided for them.

The system adopto I was to assign 50
men to one house or "shanty," calculated
to furnish eating and sleeping sace in
the main structure, while a wing fur-- !

nisned room lor a kitchen nnd the pn- -
vate apartments of the family who acted j

as stewards fur that separate building,
Each was numbered, and all wore under
the charge of a general steward who
had tbe care of the general supplies and
kept accurate accounts with each "shan-
ty" showing the aggregate per diem
number of men boarded in comparison
with the quantity of provisions con-
sumed. Those stewards who furnished
the best return as to economy and eff-
iciency were paid accordingly, while
those who were wasteful or slovenly
were weeded out. To this was addod
later a hospital and infirmary annex
where workmen meeting with accidents
or having serious sickness, were sent to
receive attention from salaried physic-iaD- S

and trained nurses, free of charge,
as the result of a small monthly er
capita payment from those earu.vg

i

bo eflc.ent that thu cholera cpUV niv; ,

which swept over the countiy in '5--
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magnitude, while showing its presence
also at the "Sault" did not cause a panic,
nor suspend thejwork for a single day.

On June 4th, 1353, the third day
afier landing the workmtn were organ-
ized into working gangs of 30 each
under selected foremen, and formed iu
ranks, while the General Agent breaking
ground by loading the first barrow with
excavated mat-ria- l and wheeling it out
to tho "dump," set an example which
was received with a cheer by the men.
and generally followed, to continue
nearlv two years, up to the time when
the men were again gathered in a group
to see the Bamo individual, on the liOtU

of April, 1805, open the sluice gate to
"

the outer coffer dam on the Lake Super-
ior levels and let its waters flow into the
finished canal prism, doubtless never to
be entirely excluded so long as the world
endures.

The building of whnt wos at that time
the greatest canal in the world, so far ns
commercial importance or lock dimen-
sions were concerned," in such an unex-
ampled short space of time, was ouiy
possible 1 y emp'oying all the men that
could work t- - advantage, and as a mat-
ter of fact the f.ir. o was rapidly increas-
ed after the first 5(K) were fairly at
work, until between two and three thous-
and were busily employed and the line
of the work seemed to swarm like a bee
hive. The number of boarding build-
ings increased correspondingly until
between forty and fifty were under the
supervision of the corporate mnnage--.
rnent. Thus far by way of introduction
to the tale indicated by the caption, and
to tho subsequt ut vse of tho first per-
sonal pronoun therein, by the writer.

it was in a sultry afternoon in the
month of August, 1653, that I was sit-

ting writing in my private inner room
on the first floor of the construction
company's general office building, im-

provised near the banks of the St. Mary's
Kiver Ship Canal, at the "Soo" (as that
point was generally designated). The
entrance was nt my back, and as a clerk
was usually in tho outer office to an-

nounce visitors beforehand, I supposed
myself to be alone, and was absorbed
with my desk work. The sensation that
some one was breathing behind me led
me to wheel in my revolving cbair, and
no doubt to look as I felt, greatly s

to find four nuaunouueed indi
vidual ner me who had apparently
been standing for some time With bated ,

breath waitinc on my movements to
secure attention, which their entracoo
had not before arrested.

Tho group was composed of a woman
nd three girls, nil neatly dressed, with

faces endowed with a glow of health,
ruddy as roses, combined with respect-
ful and quiet demeanor, rare to see at
that time, in that locality.

The eldest girl was about twelve, the
next about eight.and the youngest prob-
ably four years of ag", the mother, evi-

dently sucli from family resemblance,
jwas apparently of some thirty years old,

"gather nndersizel, an 1 not especially
noticeable except for her head gear,
which was a wonder to behold. I had

'Been pictures of such as having adorned
high dnmes of the Queen Anne period,
when an attempt was made to compress
most of the beauties of a vegit able gar-
den into the trimming of a high crowned
hat, but now I saw a specimen upon a
living model, making au appearance in-

describably grotesque. My eyes were
drawn especially to one ornament which
seemed to be intended to represent a

"The statement that th traffic through
the Sault St. Marie Cunul for Soptemlx-- r ex-

ceeded that of the .Suez Cnnal by .10.000 ton
would probably be rhullens;ei by those not
familiar with the immense development of
the lake shipping interest, but atutistii d

by ien. O. M. Poe prove this to be a
fact. In addition to this, the past month re-

cords larger business through the canal
than heretofore known in its history. To

interested in the Improvement of the
irreat water-way- s it must be a reminder that
the lockage system now in use in the canal is
rapidly becoming inadequate to accommo-
date the marvelous trade of Luke Superior.
The passages through the canal in September
were ns follows: Steamboats. 574; fail ves- -

e!s, 8()!; rafts and unregistered craft. 20.
The Aggregate of registered tonnage was
631.680"nnd freight tonnage 553.811. all of
which was passed" through the new lock, 50o
out of the 720 hours of the month being oc-

cupied in passing it throush." X- - V. Times,
October 7th.

The breeding and training of homing
pigeons have increased to such an extent
within a few years in this cortutry that
much attention has been directed to tho
industry, or perhaps pastime, by wealthy
aud intelligent people. And it is a pas-
time that is fascinatiug and instruct' ve.
Upon this point none disagree. "With
regard to the faculty that those birds
possess of returning home from long d

I believe moro erroneous state-
ments have been written," sa.va au ex-

cellent authority, "than on any other
subject connected with pigeons." Thu
faculty has been attributed to some mys-
terious power or iustinct the birds pos-
sess, but this is denied nowadays and it
is claimed to be due solely to observa-
tion in other words, to intelligence.
The homing pigeon and his ways can bo
studied with profit, and their ability to
make rapid nnd sure flights is being
utilized by many governnitnts of the
world.

A homing pigeon must be distinguish-
ed from the carrier. The English car-

rier is bred simply for show purposes,
and is tall, erect ami stately, with heavy
beak and eye wattle. The homer, on
the contrary, is the result of many
crosses with some carrier blood, and the
ideal bird of to-da- y is one of erect car-

riage, broad chest, powerful shoulders,
close features, full eye and all a goo I

brainy head. The color of the bird does
not enter into the consideration.

The great object of breeding these
pets is to procure speed and enduranoe,
supposing, of oourse, that the homing
quality is there to work upon. The
love of home is the one great thing the
lmmrfiT. ll.ljr pn, Jl.f ffniW Ul ffffof a strain of pure homers they guard
them with jealous eye and cross them
for the requisites required, devoting
much time, labor and study to the
work. They have much to contend
with at times to keep them intact, as
guns, cats, and hawks, which may be
generalized under the head of accidents,
lessen their number materially. Jery
fancier, who takes a thorough interest
in the fascinatiug sport, has his loft of
breeders whose progeny he can rely
on under fair conditions. The breeding
season commences about February 1.
Whon the young are about five years
old a seamlebs band is slipped over the
foot, and in a few days tho bird has
grown so that it cannot ba removed.
Those bands aro issued by the national
organization, the Federation of Ameri-
can Homing Pigeon Fanciers. The
bands bear a number and also a letter
tho latter denoting the year of hatch
and the figures the registered number
of tho bird. There nre no two bands
alike. A record is kept of all b inds
issued, so that should this or that fan-

cier breed and band a bird, sell it as a
youngster to some ono say, in Phila-
delphia, Boston or New York, for in-

stance train it and make a top record,
the breed r can always Ik known by the
registered number. Tho bands for l8bT
were marked, A; 1887 B; 1888, Z;aod
1889, will bo X. Storting at No. 1 last
year, there were issued 15,514, which
gives a good idea of the extent of the
sport.

The old birds maue good parents,
seeming to care more for tneir young
and nest box than anything else. It is
not unusual to see a bird come in from

lo journey, go at
once to its nest without taking food or
water, and take a general look nroun 1.

I hen if everything is satisfactory he
will eat, which trait in the homer might,
perhaps be studied with advantage by
members of the human family. At home
the birds are inclined to be puguacious,
and will fight not only for their own
nest but often claim others that don't
belong to them, and when this occurs
the rightful owner goes lor the squatter
"hammer and tongs," and victory in gen-
erally on the side of the right

The old lird flying season commences
in May nnd closes in July. Homo
fnnciers start training early in Aprd,
but the binls of prey aro tl too
metous nt that time to risk the prodiw-tiorj- B

of several years' training for such
an early start iu tho lying sport. Tho
great point to be gained by breeders
and fanciers seems to lie to reach a 500
mile statiou about June 21. The days
aro then the longest, and your bird
should cover tho distance the day of lib-

eration. This font has been accom-
plished by only nine birds in America.

Young birds are started in training
the later part of August, and are trained
up to the two hundred mile stat on. If
stopped then they make prime birds in
the following spring. Some fanciers
send their young birds 400 nnd 500 miles,
but the strain is too much and too often
absolutely ruins what might hare been
a prime old pigeon. Training is started
by tossing the bird aronud home, always
in the early morning, then sending it
about five miles in all directions. Fol-

lowing tho later, the course is laid out,
and is usually from the Southwest, as
the best results have been obtained from
that point, twinning nt ten miles, after
which twenty, next forty, seventy-liv- e,

one hundred and thirty and finally 200
miles. Of training and the qnestion of
instinct and observation, Mr. W. G. Teg-itmei- er

says in the Hnmintf Exchange: "A
bird thrown in a new looality flies round
and round in gradually widening circles,
until nt length il descries some familiar
ob ect, and then, and then only, darts
off on its homeward eight. Throw the
same bird again in the same locality, and
if a good intelligent bird, there is no
wheeling round, but the road being
known, he is off instantly.

"I kuow I shall bo met by the fact
that no bird can se two hundred miles,
to say nothing of five hundred. In that
I perfectly agree, but no bird will return
home two hundred miles without ho has
been trained by 8' ago on the road.
Few persons have nny idea of the ex-

tent of vision from an elevated point of
view. Mr. Glaisher stated som time
since that at a half a mile elevation iu
his balloon he saw the whole
course of the Thames, from the Nore to
Richmond, in one view. And I may re-

mark that as the earth's surface on a
dead level cm ves eight inches in a mile
nnd as the curve increases as the squaro
of the distance, it is very easy to calcu-

late the range of vision from any alti-
tude. Thus, at the height of a little
over four hundred feet, tho extent of
vision, even if the surface was a perfect
level, as that of the tea, would bo
twenty-fiv- e miles on every side. But in
every laud view there are prominent ob-

jects that can be seen at much greuter
distances, and no one who has ever
flown his pigeons but mast have observ-

ed them looking on all aides, turning
the head as they whoel round al
round, until they discern some familiar
object."

There his been established during t he
past year a loft of birds on one vt tho
naval vessels at Newport, It. I., to be
used as message bearers from tho shore.
Tho most active interest, however, taken
by thu government in utilizing the in-

telligence of the homing pigeon, ia
shown at the loft iu Key West, l'la.,
which ia in charge of the signal officer
stationed there. The birds were donat-ed'b- 7

leadinsr fanciers throughout tho
count-y- , ond are used to report weatln r
c ndit ons from the Bahama Islands.
The reports of success from this 1 ft ato
very encouraging. The homing pineon
is also us 'd to report shots in artillery
practice at l ortriss Monroe, and with
marked fuicoess. And the cadets and
officers of the Naval Academy, Annapo-

lis, Md., ore serio isly thinking of es-

tablishing a loft there. Sew York Her-

ald.

Iloomerniig.throwlng in Australia.

Tl bnnmeranir baa nct'inl. as well as
I

a figurative existence, and the art of
j throwing it is still assiduously practiced

iu tll6 Oi,orjgjnal sections of Australia.
Mr. Melton Prior, the English artud,
writes from the interior of Victor. a, ns
follows: "I chanced to be there in tho
evening, when the men, both young ond
old, were out practicing with boomer-
angs ond trying them, and I was inuc'i
astonished by the extraordinary stylo in
which, beiug thrown with great force,
the boomerang would whirl through the
air, looking like a hoop; thou, after ris-

ing and falling and swooping about in
the manner of a bird, it would return
and fall ot the thrower's feet.

50. MOEEISVILLE

ns coming on a fool's errand; bat a hero-
ine endowi'd with a priceless faith,
which could remove mountains, whose
guileless, earnest appearance showed
that as a daughter, wife and mother she
had done her best, and who could do
more ?

My heart had its own way, and then
my lips were no longer glued together.

"Mrs. Fuolan, said 1, as I handed
back the document, with the air of one
most profoundly impressed, "that cer
tificate settles the matter; as the widow
of Michael 1'helan. you shall have
chance to provide for yourself and these
children of his, if in my power to
arrange with promptness and decency.

Pea nor pencil can never depict the
glowing of the light in the eyes of that
mother, as sue dropped another pro
found "curtesy" looked triumphantly
in the faoes of her three little girls and
carefully restored her talismanio cer
tificate to its wrappings and place near
her heart.
. Th general steward was summoned
and lerning from him that one of the
stawarding families was just leaving, and
their successors not as yet installed, and
that a very trusty singlj man was so far
convalescent at the hospital, that he
couli be detailed to keep order and ren
der the widow any needed assistance,
I directed that carpenters be summoned,
and a room in the main building be
partitioned off for him forthwith, and
the widow be at once installed in the
family apartments, as solely for her own
use.

Inquiring for her baggage, behold !

all her worldly possessions were just in
side my office door iu the shape of a few
bundles, which she and the children
picked up.and, following the messenger,
were directly installed in their new
quarters.

The n"?w arrival create 1 a stir in the
colony of adjacent buildings, with the
inquiry how a widow who only landed
from Montreal in the morning could get
the coveted steward position before
night. Whether the widow as-
cribad it ta Lord John liussell's influ
ence to those who inquired of her, I
know not, bat I was very careful not to
mention the fncts about her precious
document to any one, Jjveu the general
steward treated her more deferentially,
from the evident indorsement which she
had received at the managor's olficf, not
knowing how it was obtuned. Not a
little of her success was due, however,
to her own shrewdness in slipping by
all intermediaries, and stating her er-
rand only whore the final decision was
to be made.

Soon d.iys l itT in pxssing her domi
cile, a glimpso of the widow brought her
to mind and led me to enter her building
and inspect her care of it. Its order
and neatness was most commendable.
The danghter of 12 years was doing an
adult's sharo of the kitchen work: the
girl of 8 was, in the men's absence, at
work attending to clearing their quar
ters, after having made the table ready
hours in advance, while the little "tot
of 4 was seated on a barrel to bring her
to the right height to a table nt which
she was scouring the knives and other
table articles with bath brick, till they
shone like silver, and with the steady
action .of a veteran, who thought of noth- -.i i - i i

ho steward's de--
tment to et the mou choos9 their

rmnrters and chansre about to suit them- - to
sov, so loneas the rgnl.'--r quota ia
each was not eooeaea, ana tuy ap-
plied for a transfer order at his desk.
Soou ho was flooded with applications
for change to the widow's boarding-house- ,

and noon inquiry was informed... i illiat It was me most, quiet ami orueriy
of any, while tho meals, in variety and
cooking, were what Delmonico's was to
ordinary eating establishments.

The requisitions for supplies for the
widow's contained some items not on the
ordiuary list, but were honored after
duo consideration. Soon rumors of a
new style ot hash served up once a week
at the widow s floated about tho location,
and even foremen called for transient
meal tickets to try it, aud envied were
the men who held vested rights as regu-
lar inmates there.

The end of the month, with its tabu-
lated statements, came round, when the
figures indica'ed that the most economi-
cal and sntisfactoiy results were from
the widow's house. The second month
confirmed such conclusion, when her
rate of payment rose to tho head of the
list, and continued there to the end of
the work, netting her a very nice
monthly income. She confidentially
explained to the steward that the result
was due iargely to that lamons nasn,
which, by being sweetened with maple
sugar and flavored with spices, enabled
her to use the lust scrap of every kind of
food material on her piemises without
cloying the men's appetites.

She did not call for her monthly pay
until the cashier entered a complaint
against her, that he could not close his
monthly accounts according to rnle.
Word from me to call at the office
brought her there in Sunday attire,

her before described full dress
hat. When the rule was explained that
she must regularly draw her money, she
complied, but only to bring it to me, to
request me to personally care for it till
she wanted it.

An amusing scene took place weekly.
The widow was a regular Sunday at-

tendant at the Missionary Church some
distance away, and mending her way
taitherward she might be seen, with her
overshadowing centennial hat, only
equa'ei in tinge of red by her own
cheeks and those of her three girls,
walking demurely by her side. At a re-

spectful distance betiiud her would fol-

low a platoon of a score, more or less, of
men, dressed in the height of canal
fashions aud all animated by an eiident
intention of not being f ir from her when
inside the church, while the crowds out-s- i

ie the edifice formed in ranks to let
her pass through, with special marks of
consideration. Not a breath was heard
ngaiust her, maintaining respect from
all, and woo would have betided the man
who had reported to the fifty brawny
Irishmen iu her "number," as molest-
ing her in any way.

One day after the widow's reputation
had become quite established, she, with
her head cear in nosition. called on me
in the same room as before, to confide
in me that she had been asked to marry
bv not a few of tho men, nnd of them

11, she thought most favorably of rat--

rick Flinu. who had been selected ns
care-take- r for her in the first instance,
but. after pondering well on the subject,
when she had almost said yes, the mem-
ory of her dear departed husband with
his good character, so wen ceruneu w,
came over her and she had told Patrick,
like all her suitors once and for always,
that she would never be known other
wise than as the widow of Michael
Phelan. Aeain came the tears ns
tribute to his memory, with the remark
that in case I heard she was to be mar-
ried. I could know to the contrary in
advance.

The widow dropped in very quietly
at my office at a later date, and when
enercetio measures were taken, which
ninned an impending striko in the bud,
many were the surmises where I had
obtained the information upon which to
act. Its value to my principals, under
circumstances too intin-at- o to be de
tailed here, could hardly be over esti
mated.

But the time arrived when the last
cans' of workmen were finally paid olf,
and a settlement of the widow's account
showed over 86U0 to her credit. When
handing it to her. I said, "No doubt
von will take this snug snm and return
to Montreal and open a nice boarding
bonse there?

"Oh, no," Enid she, "when this canal

THE JOKERS' BUDGET.

JESTS AND YARN'S BY THE
FUNNY MEN OF THE PRESS.

TIIB dauber's confession.
Polite nm I, but seldom let

A chance to cut a friend escape;
And. though 1 n m ft man of pence.

I oft am looking for a scrape.
- Life.

ONE KIND 07 103IC.

TedaafOguo If one diamond is worth
fifty dollars, how much are five dia
monds worth!

Boy Two hundred and fifty dollars.
Pedagogue Correct.
Thus we aro taught in childhood many

things that we have to unlearn in ma-
turity. Jetcelcrd ll'ccAiv.

ASATniETlC-lCDB- ,

Second Manikin -- Don't say so, ol'
chappio.

First M. Got to do it; doctah ordahs
it.

Second M. Whatcher going in foh f
First M. I fuwncy I will try rolling

my own cigarettes. America.

THE M ARM AGE IS OFF,

Raker (to Miss Brown, who is aged
tlirty-seen- , and as rich ns she is not
lovely) Miss Eva, 1 love you, I adore
you. Will you lie mine?

Miss Eva (blushing) Yes.
Raker Oh, you dear old girl !

chancf.;
The reader who's in search of fume

May ttiink the way is dark;
Yet the man who cannot sign his name

la the one who makes his mark.
PLEASANT FOK THE POET.

"There is one thing about my poem,"
said the poet, "the editor siid it was
very compact."

"I think ho must have meant that it
was like a very wot snowball, rathor
slushy, eh V"

THREE THINGS LACKING.
Bagley Don't you think that Miss

Barrows lias a pretty face, Clara ?

Clara She would have but for thrco
things. .'

Bagley What are they ?

Clara A crookod nose, a homely
mouth, and dull eyes. Miss Barrows'
ears are very pretty. liarper $ Bazar,

KOT IMPOSSIBLE.

"Speak French ? Well, I guess I do.
Do you suppose I lived in Paris five
years for nothing ? "

"I didn't know. Judging from tho
way you live with your w ire's father hero
I didn't know but what you did live in
Taris five years for nothing." Bazar.

WHAT JOHNNY WOULD SAV.

"Now, Johnny," said tho teacher,
"what Scriptural quotation would you
use if somebody should call Jimmy a
fool? You remember, 'He that call-et- h

' "
Johnny Oh, I know. "Tho truth

should not be spokeu at all times. Bos-
ton Transiipt.

HAD FAITH IN THE HYMN BOOK.
A story is told of on old clergyman

who had the most tuijouudcd faith in
"U'at'.'a hi-- n S afiW'-ir-fcii- d of'
spying that Ho oou.irjitsver open nt any
pago wituoub uuuiug nn ui.propriata
hymn. A mischievous son of his
thought it would oe agooa thing to test
his father's faith. So ho took an old
song and pasted it on one of the pages
of the book, over a hymn, so nicely that '

it could not bo easily detected. At
church ono Sabbath morning tho minis-
ter happened to open on that very page,
and commenced to read: "Old Grimos
is Dead." There was asen3ationin tho
audionco. He looked nt the choir, and
they looked at him; but such was his
faith in Watt's hymns that he under-
took it again, commencing with the same
liue. There was another sensation in
the audience. Looking at it again, and
then at tho congregation and at the choir,
he said: "Brethren, it is heroin regular
order in Wutt's hymn book, and we will
sing it anyhow?"

HOME CONVERSATION.

"What makes you so late
John?" nsked his wife.

"I stopped at Tattersall's for a little
whilo to talk horse; horses are cheap
now."

"Why don't you stay home and talk
horse? You knoiy very well how anxious
C.aia is for a pony and phaeton. Jeto
York Sun.

rRETTl" CLOSF..

Madeleine. "Wasn't it hot at the
Johnson's last night Fred Johnson and
1 had to go out on Jhe piazza, the air
got so close."

Marguerite (pleasantly) "Didn't tho
heir get pretty close out there, too?"

ACCIDENTAL.

She had just returned from Switzer-
land, and was full of the spirit of that
land of upheaval.

"How terriblo it must be to fall into
a crevasse!" remarked an interested
listener. "Did anything of the kind
occur while you were there?"

"Not that I know of," was tho naive
reply. "But mamma had a slight at
tack of iioman lever, ana ieu into a
trance at Naples." Time.

A POINTED MORAL.

"We should never complain, what
ever may befall us," said the minister.
"The moment we grow dissatisfied we
become unhappy."

"Do you really thtnk so.' sne signed.
Ya " rnt.nrned the, frood man: "the

first woman wTTocyTBpiiiIiocrJT)t her Lot
was turned into a pillar of salt." Life.

REVENGE IS SWEET.

Jawkins (entering his friend's room
suddenly) Are you crazy, John ? Why
on earth are you whirling that police
man's rattle?

Hogg Getting even with the new
boarder next door ! He's practicing on
a type-write- r. Judge.

NOT A DANOEIlOtTS OCCUPATION.

Stranger (to life insurance agent) I
believe i will take out a policy iu your
company.

Agent Your business, please f

Stranger I am a detective.
Agent The premium will be fifty per

cent, less than thu regular list. The
death risk on a detective is merey
nominal. Pioneer Pre.

XHB CHARM BEGINS TO WORK.

TAW Do vou think that Emily
Thumpitt is going to make a success of
her tvpe-writin- g

Maud Sliould'nt wonder. They say
that her employer goes home every day
with a very thoughtful and absent
minded a r.

STRATEGY,

Vera Wiley I'm afraid it would be
better not to speak to Papa just yet,
Jack. Wait until next week.

Jack Dorr But why.
Vera Wiley My milliner's bill will bo

in then, and he may look upon your
suit with moro favor.

AFRAID OF I1URGLAR3.

Mrs. Uptown Flatte is so afraid of
burglars that she never lets down the
folding bed at night without looking
under it for a man. Puck.

THOUGHT HE WOULD DO.

The Funeral Director Well, sir f
Mr. Tholp My bister promised to

pav the parlor orjjan for tho choir, but
she's taken ill, and X thought I'd come
round iu her place,

is opened business must go to the other
end of the lake, and I am going with it
to a place they call Superior City and
have engaged my passage by the next
boat. All that I had to say about the
risks and ' hardships involved were
wasted, and before the canal was offiio-iall- y

opened by the State, the widow
who could not read her passage ticket
was pushing on 500 miles farther to an
ticipate its commercial- enact.

Two or more years passed when I paid
a tourist's visit to the then "booming"
settlement of Superior City and was
walking with a friend along its wooden
sidewalks when I was startled by having
my own name called by some one be-
hind me, and on turning about, saw the
widow of Michael I'helan on her knees
with her hands raised above that same
centennial bouuet, asking for "Heaven's
blessings upon the best friend she eer
had in America."

Begging her to rise and not compro-
mise ma in a strange place, because on-

lookers would think that.sJie wns P!ggd--
ing with me, rattier thau" with Heaven',-sh- e

explained that she was the owner of
the corner lot on the opposite side of
the street, upon which she had erected
a stone building and was realizing n
handsome rental from a part of it, while
occupying the remainder for keeping
boarders, and had seen me go by, and
was afraid that before she could don her
best dress as she used to do at the
"Soo," I would have passed out of sight.
Patrick Flynn had followed her from
the "Soo" and was installed as care-
taker of her property, but she had not
and would not prove forgetful of the
memory of Michael Phelan.or less proud
of the good character which he bore in
the "ould counthry."

Declining the request of the widow to
look over her title deeds and give my
opinion upoa their legality, on the score
that the steamer on which I was mak-
ing the round trip was just leaving, I
left the widow in the midst of her corner
lots.

Not long after this I read in a leading
New York paper of an official decision,
as announced nt Washington, confirm-
ing the right of Mrs. Michael Phelan, of
Superior City, Wisconsin, to pre-em- pt a
quarter section of land, her right to do
so without naturalization papers having
been stoutly contested, but on appeal,
her title to valuable property near the
city had been sustained at the Interior
Department.

Time passed along two or more years.
When I was a passenger bitween two of
the ports on Lake Superior upon the
then peerless steamer, North Star, with
the veteran Captain B. C. Sweet in
command. While passing along the
main deck, a comely, ruddy-face- d young
woman accosted me and introduced
herself as the eldest danghter of the
Widow Phelan! " Indejd," said I,
"and where is your mother?" " Oh,"
said she, " mother is down here ou the
main deck against my protest, who
wanted to have her take a couple of
state rooms and let us travel in the
cabin like other people, for we can af-
ford it, and I wish you would get
mother to do so."

All right," said T. " we will see
what can be done." Then the widow
was interviewed by surprise and without
her conventional headdress on. but I pre
sumed that it was in ono of the several
sizeable trunks, which evidently belonged

hor. Her shrewdness was asraiu
eyjdeu3d by, tbo fact ilnfc. while) pnr- -

K only tloolc pawmgo auil fcviiip yrol
abTv three-fourth- s o tho cost ol cabin
rates; sho had d a space be-

hind the lingo boiler smoke pipes and
fenced it off with her trunks and other
articles of tho cargo, so that within the
barrier herself aud daughters were
quite retired and had warm quarters
while the cauin passengers were shiver-
ing in smaller and colder places upon
the unhealed deck on that chill autumn-
al day.

Entjring into conversation as to her
leaving the West, she informed me that
she saw signs of a decline in the land
speculation which had prevailel (and
which shortly afterward utterly col-

lapsed and continued thus for a decade
or more), and had, in anticipation of
lower prices, sold out with a view of
leaving that region permanently.
"Well," said I, "how much money do
you bring away with you i" But the
widow was slow to divulge, and at last
her eldest daughter spoke up and said :

"Mr. Harvey, to prove that we ought
to have taken cabin passage, I will tell
you: Mother has S3, U00 in gold in these
trunks, beside enough more iu bank
bills to provide for all our traveling ex-
penses for a long journey, and yet she
will keep ns on tho main deck where
poor immigrants ride. Now, as the
kind friend she has taught us to remem-
ber, will you not insist upon our having
staterooms ?"

"Oh. yes." said I; "that is reasonable
enough; but your mother has a mind of
her own, wuicu suo lias certmmy useu

since I have knownto good .advantage.r 1 lit J 1 1

her. and 1 nave learneu to ueem it oei- -

ter than my own as to her own aff.tirs."
"But now, Widow Phelan, 1 contin

ued, "you will certainly consider that l
ought to know where you are proposing
to go?

Lo a place they call Australia, sne
replied.

"But do you know now lar on it is,
and how to get there ? was the next

No." reD ied sne: "but l am toia
that at a city called New York, where I
am now going, I ean get passage."

Pray, what led you to think ot that
distant land ?" I queried.

"And sure, said the widow, "I have
been informed that the governor of Aus
tralia is an intimate friend of Jjord Jotin
Russell, and therefore a friend of my
husband's, and one who will appreciate
tho certificate 1 have of the good charac
ter of Michael Phelan, as you did, and
who will treat his widow well on his ao- -

count." Then the scene in my olhce
came vividly to mind, and again I was
speechless about that document; which
I doubted not was then, as before, near
the widow's heart.

The steamer's whistle announced
landing at the port of my departure,
aud ended my personal knowledge oi
the widow of Michael Phelan. But the
Phelan history, if continued, might re
veal her, later on, as a Melbourne real
estate millionaire, and her daughters
as among the aristocracy, riding in their
own or their husbands' carriages.!. All
these issues may have hinged with
those narrated upon my keeping my
face straight and my heart warm, when
that talismanio certificate was tried upon
myself in that August day awoy back in
1803.

t That this supposition is not unexampled
may be proven by recalling to mind that not
long after the date of those occurrences, n
widow located at one of the in inns in Colo-
rado, who took in waRhingaml mending from
the miners, married one of her customers,
who developed into a "bonanza king," and she
into n leader of the fashionable world of I'uris.
The little girl of the '(id's phiviiig about
her washtub has, during the '80's, married
the Prince de the scion nnd heir of
the oldest and most aristocratic noble family
of the Eternal City, mid the movements ol
the "bonanza" family or any of its members
attracts the attention of society mid of th
press of both continents ut the present
tune.

A SUCCESSFUL AFFAIR.

Wife (to her husband, a physician)
Did yon stop at the Vancouver ball to
night, William

Physician i or a few minutes, my
dear.

Wife Did it seem to be a successful
affair?

Physician "Oh, yes; while I was
there a young lady fell in a fainting
condition, nnd I prescribed fpr her.
Here ia her father's card.

UNREQUITED LOVE.

Of all the bitter feelings that ore sent ns from
above,

The bitterest of these is that of unrequited
love.

At first, the anguish that you feci is difficult
to bide.

And desj.ern.tion fills your soul with thoughts
of suicide.

But calmer councils will prevail, and with a
stilled sigh

You Buffer on in silence, or perhaps you vain-
ly try

To drown the throhhings of your heart in
dissipation's whirl;

But those throhhings never cease until you
get another girl.

riicV--.

PART OF THE BUSINESS COMPLETED.

"Lulu," he said (he was a young man
who had great con fi deuce in himself),
and he bent toward her tenderly, "I
have loved you long and fondly. Will
you name the day?"

"Oh, the day is already named, Mr.
Harris," answered the girl, blushing.
"George nfas so pprtinf ioiis, I finally
t.,.1.1 ttim tmm fld rf miTt mooth Tho
cards will bo out in a day or two."
Harper's Bazar.

SOUTH SEA CUSTOMS.

Sailors Feasted by Royalty Drink-la- z

Kava With the Natives.

Even at this late perio d in the nine ,

teenth century, when the people are
supposed to know something of almost
every hubitable spot upon the globe,
they continually meet with something
new in the habits and customs of races
living in some remote part of the world.
Members of the crew of the ship John
Bryce, which was wrecked in the Pacific
some time ago, give a graphic account of
the drinking of "kava" by tho natives of
the island upon which they lauded after
biing in an open boat seven days. It
was the island of Manus. There is only
ono white resident there an English-
man, who has been on the island nearly
forty years.

After the arrival of the ship-wrecke- d

party, King Malatus, who reigns over
the little island, gave them a banquet,
which is thus described by John Wi.'ko
one of the crew.

His Majesty issued an order to his
subjects to bring in tho material for the
dinner, which they did. It was served
in a lrge b.imboo house at 2 o'clock
in the afternoon, banana loaves being
spread on tho floor for a table cover.
The king sat at tho head with his chiofs
ou his right. Captain Murphy was to
occupy the seat to his left, but as ho
was unwell the king's danghter took the
seat. A crowd of natives were ranged
around the walls of the house, whilo
women and girls were singing and dan-
cing on tho outside for tho amusement
of tho guests. Tho bill of fare consist-
ed of ray fish, fish blood sauce, cocoa-nut- s,

cocoanut milk, fowls, roasted pig
and sweet potatoes.

" After the dinner two young girls
were sent out to dig up some kava roots,
and when they returned with tho re-
quired quantity they were ushered into
the banqueting hall. They washed the
roots and then sat down in front of a
large basin partly tilled with water.
Knch maiden was provided with a sort
of ladle, which was fastened under the
chin by means of thongs passed over
the bead. A root was then taken by
eae!ryoimg hidy rtid thft process; of mas-
tication oommonoed. As they chowctl
the saliva ran out of each corner of
their mouth nnd into the ladle pre-
pared to recoivo it under their chin.
As soon as it became full it was taken
off and emptied into the basin. When
the root was sufficiently chewed it also
was spat into tho busin.

When all the roots had been treated in
this manner tho girls proceeded to rub
the stuff they had chewed between their
hands and wrung and squeezed the juice
out of it, throwing tho juicn away. The
liquid in tho basin was then stirred up,
cocoanut sholl cups were produced, and
the decoction was handed to each of t he
guests, by tho young ladies who had
done tho chewing. We wore warned by
the Englishman in an undertone that to
refuse would give offonee, so each gal-

lant tar partook thereof with expressions
aud feelings akin to that of tho small
buy who was forced to swallow a dose of
salts. It tasted nnd looked just like
soapsuds, nnd another doso would cer-

tainly have acted as an emetic. The na-

tives are very fond of it and drink it
readily. It has a most peculiar effect
upou tho human system. You will see
a ring of natives drinking kava, and ap-
parently nothing the matter with them,
each man talking and eating in a per-
fectly rational manner; but let ono of
them attempt to rise and you will notice
tho difference. Ho is drunk from his
waist down to his feet whilo his upper
story is not affevted at all.

"When wo had finished our meal tho
native men nnd womou sat down, the
festival being continued until eleven
o'clock. After eight days on the Island
we were taken to Apia, Samoa, nnd
tboro we shipped for home." San Franc-

isco Chronicle.

Preventing I'lnguc by Innoculation.

The prediction is made by the Nebras-
ka Stale Journal that "tho day is not
very far distant when a vaccine matter
that will not kill or stunt tne young pig
nor communicate to him nn infectious
disease, that is, a disease that he can
communicate to other animals, and that
will render the animal immune from
swine plague ns certainly as vaccination
with tho harmless kme pox win render a
human being immune from small-pox- ,

seems tolqrably ceitaiu." The news-
paper which gives utteranoe to thess
words has been closely watching the ex-

periments of Dr. Billings with virus, and
its confident words strengthen the con-

viction that an important discovery has
been made in Nebraska. Dr. Billings
has carried on his experiments in the
face of hostile criticism, and his theory
of the prevention of swine plague by
innoculation has thus far stood the test
much better than some people were led
to expect. The earnest hope of Dr.
Hillings is to prepare a vaccine matter
that will keep for cheap transportation
from one section of the country to
another. This discovery, says tho Jonr-na- ',

will "belong to the State, and be no
patent. The State can either supply
the farmers with vaccine, or make pub-
lic the method of preparing it." As tho
people at large will profit by the dis-

covery, the general government is very
properly asked to bear a part of the bur.
den. Turf, Fidd and Farm.

Lincoln's First Speech.

Judge Bell, of Mount Carmel, 111.,

furnishes the following maiden speech
of Abraham Lincoln.delivered in Papps-vill- e,

near Springfield, 111., nearly fifty
years ago. Mr. Lincoln was not then a
lawyer, and had no intention of become
ing a lawyer. He bad then made up
his miud to learn the blacksmith's trade.
His genius was recognized, and he was
suddenly nominated for the Legislature.
His first speech was as follows: "Gentle-
men and Feilow-Citizen- s -- 1 presume
you all know who I am. I am humble
Abraham Lincoln. I have been solicited
by many friends to become a candidate
for the Legislature. My politics are
bhort and sweet. I am in favor of a
National bank; am in favor of the inter-

nal improvement system nnd a high
protective tariff. These are my sen-

timents and political principal. If
elected, I shall be thankful; if not it Will

be all the Hame,"

his hand and smiled pleasantly, and
grunted a solitary syllable, "i'he vice-
roy says he is very glad to see you," ex-
plained Mr. Lo, very much ai'a proud
mother o!aborately interprets tho in-
articulate cickle of her first born. The
gro it man acknowledged my bow in tho
Chinese manner by bowing with his
clasped hands at the height of his chin

and motioned us to be sea'e.l, myself
opposite him, Mr. Lo ou a foreign cir-

cular louuge between us.
Li Chung-chan- g is a puro ChinamaD,

not Manchu, like the dynasty he serves.
He is very tall for a Chinese, 5 feet 11,
I should guess, and must have been a
powerful man in his youth. His face is
the most strongly moulded I have seen
iu China not flat, as they usually are,
but with all the featmes distinctly mark-
ed, and the lines bread and deep a face
that would hold its own in comparison
with any foreign fao . A thin Cray
in-.- , iKiHo.i- i- oiu " 'M not
eoi.ei al his mouth ur.J cl.iu .id, but
wuat tii-.- ' cuisra! exprissioa of his face
may be I have no idea, ns ha wore an
enormous pair of round tortoise-shel- l

goggles. This may be his custom, as it
certainly gives him a great advantage in
diplomatic conversation, or it may be
by a temporary order of the doctor, as
he is just recovering from a rather
alarming atta k of facial paralysis which
rendered him unable to speak for
several days, and of which I can see
traces in the twitching and drawn lines
of the side of his face. But at any rate
he looked me straight in tho eye during
the whole of our interview, while I hove
so slight a notion of what he really
looks like, that I doubt if I should
recognize him in the street without his
glasses.

The viceroy was dressed simply, not
to say shabbily, in the ordinary Chinese
stiff round hat, a thickly padded upper
garment of some kind of ye'low silk nnd
an undergarment of gray silk. His
hands were tucked into his wide sleeves
and only came out twice during our con-
versation, once when he wished to blow
his nose, which he did upon the carpet
in a familiar but indescribable manner,
and once when he was s'art'od by a lit-

tle piece of news. Yet he smoked a
pipe 5 feet long. An attendant stood
with pipe, smoking rraterials and fire,
at tho back of the reception-room- , and
every five minutei ho walked solemnly
forward, filled tho pipe, blew tho fire-sti- ck

into a flame, the viceroy opened
ono corner of his mouth, the attendant
inserted the stem and applied the light
to tho bowl, the great man absorbed
the smoke and opened his mouth again,
when the pipe-bear- er withdrew as he
had come. This occurred a score of times
at least, and never a muscle did the

iceroy move, except just to open the cor-

ner of his mouth wide enough to admit
tho nine-stem- .

They Tunneled Into an Old Volcano.

For two months workmen have been
tunueliug Red mountain, near Birming-
ham, Ala , the object being to allow the
passago of water from the Uhawaba river
to Birmingham. A few days ago the
workmen btruck a cave. This was 60on
passed, leaving small openings on each
side of the tunnel. One day last week
nn immense amount of dirt nnd rock
from nhnve fell in. completely nllinpc tho
tunnel for a distance ot ftfty fe-t- . When
this had licon cleared -- nway the work
men found themselves in the center of a
large rockwal.'e I rooin. Alio cave ou
the left of the tunnel remained unchang
ed, but the opening on the right had ex-

tended until it was about fifty feet in
length and fifteen feet high. Some of
the men started to explore the cave. Af-

ter a few winding passages they came to
on immense opening, the descent of
which was almost perpe dicnlar. Atone
place a spring of clear water was found.
When first discovered, a stream was
flowing, but presently it ceased. After
ou hour or two it began again. At the
beginniug of these periodical spurts tho
water is very col ', but it g ts warmer
and warmer, until toward the close it
has attained the boiling point. It smells
like sulphur. Huge stones werd rolled
to tho entrance of the pit and pushed in,
but nobody heard them striko. An en-

gineering expert, who ho s visited several
extinct craters, says the character of the
rock and everything about the place in-

dicates that the tunnel has encountered
a section of the crater of a long extinct
volcano. Boston Transcript.

Griniin? Mal by Steam.

Mr. C. A. Bell, of the steam mill, has
invented a new process for grinding
meal by steam, that makes it equal to,
if not better than water-groun- d meal.
He was grinding away on a large order
yesterday for a firm iu the city, who
said that they could soil this meal aud
have tho water-groun- d in the house at
the same time. Mr. Bell's invention is
very simple. He first has his corn
dropped into a hopper and broken into
grist, or hominy; it is then run up an
elevator and the chaff or husk fanned
out, dropped into a conveyor, thenco
into tho mill, then upstairs m nn eleva-

tor and cleansed, it then comes out into
the bin as lino as flour, and perfectly
cool. Ho claims that the cracking pro-
cess takes oft' all friction and heat, and
saves much of the nutriment of the
corn, which is burnt up by the heat
crca!:d by the force necessary to crack
and rind the com at ouce. He says
meaf made by this process is sweeter,
finer and goes further than the old pro-

cess, aud nil who have used it prefer it
above all others. Ho makes the very
best of meal, and it is fast gaining
popular favor. Mr. Bell has applied
for a patent. Americus (Oa.) licpuUi-ca- n.

A Striking Diversity ot Scene.

No thoroughfare in the country can
offer such a diversity of scene in the
handsome costumes of the women, the
striking bearing of the men, the attract-
ive display in shop and store windows
as Broadway presents each afternoon
liottvHon '2 and f o'clock. The changing
panorama is a feast to the eye, and both
the visitor from tho country and the
inveteruta " globe-trotte- r are auectt a
tr uilinirntion and surprise in their dif
ferent ways. Along this way, the fash-

ions of the country ure first Displayed;
ond nwr its pavements the rich and the
poor, the obscure aud the great, the
tradesman, the author, the actor and the
woman of tho world elbow each other as
they move wdh the throng. It ia this
cay nnd ever changing procession which
causes foreign visitors to declare that
New York is one of the most cosmopoli-

tan of cosmopolitan cities. 3w York

Tribune.

The Cat as a Sanitary Inspector.

According to the Jloyuta!, it was a
stroke- of genius to find an occupa-
tion iu life for tho laziest exquisites
among the domestic animals. The hap- -

py inspiration came to a gentleman, who
im, reason to suspect that his house
drains were delccmv.

Ho threw the entire establishment
open to t'to inspection of his cat, and
then poured a strong infusion of valer-
ian into tho pipes. Fuss, who is fond
of perfume, soon discovered three leaks,
at each of which sho established herself
in turn, to enjoy the pungent odor at
her leisure.

Thus not only were tho householder's
suspicions confirmed, but the tvtuul
situation of the leak was revealed as

as if they had been ill licated
by a fcauiUry inspector.

CHILDREN'S PLAYTHINGS.

Where Toys Come From -- Interesting
Talk With a Dealer.

"As with dolls, so it is with other
toys," sajs a New York dealer. "The
most of them come from Germany,
where they are made very cheaply.
This same town of Sonneburg furnishes
many of thorn, but moro come from Nur-embur- g,

aud small towns in its vicin-
ity. It is in this dis'rict that magnetic
toys, swords, guns, trumpets', horts,
wooly sheep, jumping-jacU- s, monkeys
on sticks, jacks in the box, and ingen-
ious mechanical toys are made. The
carved wooden toys come principally
from the Havarian Highlands, but they
are brought to Nureruburg to be 8'ild.
The oh eapor crrades of wooden toys como
from . u-- ax.i, :Ksi.:

and sets of fiunit lie.
."Howoheaply they tnako theso things

you can judga from this instance Here
is a toy sot of furniture consisting of
three chairs, a bureau, a table, a so.'a,
aud a mirror, carefully done up in a
substantial pasteboard box. Now after
having paid 35 psr cent, duty and hav-
ing allowed 20 per cent, for freight nnd
other expenses, we sell such furniture
sets at 75 cent3 per dozen and make a
reasonable profit. You can figure out
the originrd cost if you chos1.

umer ioys are mauo wnu corres-
ponding cheapness. Here are outfits
for painting. They are done ttp in
well-mad- e mortised wooden boxes, with
a painted picture on the top, and in-- i
hiding 2-- pigments and a brush. We

sell them for GO cents a dozen and make
a profit, after allowing the same per-
centage for duty aud expenses as be-

fore. We have other boxes of paints,
the cost of which is almost infinitessi-ma- l,

possibly not moro liiati 10 cents
per gross. They are so cheap, indeed,
that I can't name tho cost price. I
know that we had to mark them up to
soli them at all.

"Porcelain toys tea sets and things
of that srt aro also made, very cheap-
ly, tho waste places in the potteries be-
ing filled up with their moulds without
much additional cost. Toy horses,
cows, elephants, cats, dogs, hens, tigers,
and all kinds of animals are ma le large-
ly in tho Gorman "prisons. Many of
these aro ingenious novelties, being so
constructed ns to be able to move their
heads and emit a noise resembling more
or less the natural cries of each animal.
The retail price of these toys runs from
50 cents to 50, according to size and
perfection. Wo sold a toy horse the
other day for S50 about the same time
that a real racer was disposed of at auc-
tion up town for a much less sum.

Of tho wooden toys, fully one-ha- lf are
mide in America. These include ABC
blocks, building blocks, and games, and
are turned out easily by machinery.
Iron toys are also made largely here,
and so are tin toys. Tho tin for the
latter is imported from Europe, aud
when the toys ar tiuished they are ex-
ported for tho European market. The
majority of rubber toys come from
France, chiefly from Taris, although the
manufacture of this line of playthings is
constantly increasing in America, and
the Amerionn rullor toys are really the
best to be had. Tho reason that Amor-- .

ica has not tukon tho ltuid in tho manu-
facture of ruliuor toys i found in ttj
fact that tho dumaud for other rubbtr
(jood is so great as to shot out toys.
Toy watches aro largely made in Franco,
ond are remarkably cheap. We sell
watches with chains, charms, and mova-
ble hands for 33 cents per dozen, after
having allowed for duty aud freight.

"Of the standard games the best
chessmeu come from England; back-
gammon and checkers aro made almost
altogether in America; bone dominoes,
dioe and tho cheaper grades of chess
come from Fr.mce; toy printing presses,
locomotives, and all that line of goods
are domestic. Toy printing presses
were furnished formerly almost wholly
by tho Germans, but latterly the Amer-
icans have suporsedo 1 their Teutonic
brethren in this industry. In educa-
tional tovs America lead tho world, and
exports "largo quantities. So it does
also in the manufacture of outdoor
games, lawn tennis, croquet, baseball,
etc.

"It is a peculiarity of the toy trade
that business always falls off greatly
after Christmas, a fa.'t that makes us
direct our attention and energies to a
preparation for the Spring trade iu out-
door games. Novelties of all kinds sell
best with us as they do in the European
market, and toy dealers are always on
the lookout for them. The French
probably load in the invention of novel-
ties, but the Germans are quick to imi-
tate them in cheaper goo Is. Improve-
ments are being mado constantly and
the perfection attained in some toys is
remarkable. For instance, the winking
and talking dolls of to-da- y aro 100 per
cent, better thau those of a few years
ago.

"In all the European districts where
toys are made the laborers are miserably
poor, while the merchants are rich.
But these laborers are so contented iu
their poverty that they have no ambition
to get out of it. For generations they
have made toys for comparatively noth-
ing, and they know of and cira for
nothing e'se. This fact, in my opinion,
will prevent America from producing
general toys on a large scale for a long
time to come."

LI HUXG-CIIAX-

The Viceroy of China and Groatest
Man in the Km pi re.

The emperor of China, writes Frank
Carpenter in one of his entertaining let-

ters, is invisible to any barbarian eye,
and if he were not, ha is still but a boy
and probably knows less about his coun-
try than the least of his officials. Tha
real F.mperor is the Empress his aunt

and her proud and determined person-
ality is known to the outside worl I

chiefly through Li Hung-chan- Be-

tween the Empress and the great Viceroy
there is a close political partnership and
on offensive and defensive alliance.
Therefore the presence of tho Viceroy is
the nearest possible approach for the
foreigner to the throne of China. And
all the world knows that he is ono of tho
most interesting and powerful men in it.
Viceroy of the province of Chihli, hence

the guardian of the gate of
China, senior of the four grand secreta-
ries of state, formerly grand guardian
of the heir apparent, president of the
board of war, superintendent of the
North sea trade, Court Shinu-k- i of tho
first rank, special plenipotentiary times
without number, practical owner of an

"army of 75,H 0 men and a fleet which,
so far as wood nnd iron go, is second to
none in the East, immensely we.ilthy,
preternatnrally astute, utterly unscrupu-
lous, having at lust overcome a'd his
enemies and ever able to laugh calmly
at the dreaded censors themselves, l--

i

Hung-ehan- g may bo fairly looked upon
as a ruler of these 3."i( 1,000,0 .10 of shaven
heads and plaited tai's, at least so far os
the outside world is con erned. If I bad
a chief object in my journey around tho
world, it was to interview Li Hung-chang- '.

We followed the chamberlain, or
whatever he was, for a couple of min-
utes, across a yard, through several
door-way- s, around th veranda of an
open court, and turned abruptly into a
room and around a la' gj seiven. "Tho
viceroy," said Mr. Lo, with perfect
European manners, as lu stepped buck
and left mo face to face with a tall and
strongly-buil- t C'hinauiau, who put out

blood beet, boiled to a bright red, the
root laying obliquely along the rim of
the strueture,while the stem, branching
into many upright leaves, towered above
the head, counter-balance- d by a carrot
or some other rank growth of millinery
on the other si Jo.

I surmised at a glance that the "tdp- -

notty" affair had been bestowed by some
wealthy lady (for it was evidently a
costly adjunct to female attire) upon one
who was not posted as to the caprices of
fickle "Dame Fashion" and believed
that what was good once was good al-

ways, if in ood order.
But before I had reduced my thoughts

to spee.-- suited to the occasion, the
woman dropped an old style low "cour-
tesy", her knees almost touching the
floor, and broke the silence with that
choerily accenuated voicet which marks
a native of the emerald isle, and in the
query, "Perhaps, sorr, you do not
know who I am T "

"No," said I. "there is no doubt about
that" -

.. : .
"Sure, I am the widow of Mister

Michael Phclan; but perhaps, sorr, you
have not hard of him before I"

"No, I would hardly be able to iden-
tify him with certainty ," I replied.

"And it is a nity," said she, "because
he was a most worthy man as good
husband as ever lived, and a good father
to these little girls, peace to his mem-
ory." Just there and then a genuine
tear of affection glistened iu the widow's
eye, and she proceeded, "and he started
to come to America with us on a vessel
bound to Quebec. But we had a
stormy, long passage, during which ho
sickened ami died, and despite all I could
say or do the Captain had his body
dropped overboard in the wide ocean,
and I had to come along without him.
We landed in Quebec and thence came to
Montreal, where I tried to make a living
by keeping boarders, but did not succeed
ns well as I could wish, and when I
heard that a great public: work was com-
mencing here, and before it was done a
great deal of money would be paid out
lor boarding of the men, I determined
to come here, and by inquiry have found
the way, but on arrival find that the com-
pany employing the men boards them
itself, and that, as you are tbe head man,
I must come to you or I will have come
in vain, and won't know what to do for
myself and these little ones. What I
want is a chance to keep one of your
boarding houses."

'My good woman," I replied, "I con-

trol only those where fifty rough men
are housed together and a family is paid
to cook for them, of which the husband
is tbe maiu dement to keep order. You,
surely, as an unprotected woman, and
the mother oi these nice gins, would not
wish to go into sucli quarters as that"

"Oh," said she, "if yon will give me
a chance with my own countrymen, they
will not harm me, or mine, I am sure,
and you need not pay mo wages' till you
see how well I can merit them, and I
will meanwhile lie earning the bread
which wo will honestly eat of your
stores, and that is what I need to do
without delay."

"But," said I, "these children will
require more or less of your time aud
sttoution, and for you to care for them

i -- ii i f.,.,.J a... lnlllill Itbltllllt IU uiutuuui: luw wiui
berths for fifty men. is simply impossi-- 1

blo. hveu if you were willing to under- -

T-- pnt of respect lor your sex iu geu-"rn-

nd for your welfare nud thtit ot
these bright children iu particular

"Oh." bald the widow, "these children
cau and will work aud help, instead of
hinder mo, as you will see if you only
civo tis a chnnce."

But I shook my head moro and more
decidedly, aud as the widow saw the
tide turning against her with increasing
force, a bright thought lit up her face;
aud sho made motions t bring forth
something stowed away iu the bosoia
of her dress. Exclaiming: "If yon
bad only known Mr. Thelau, and what a
good character he had; and how high ho

aa by the great men in his
owa couVy, you would not deny the
crJ "l

. hi'widow for honest work
wherewith to feed herself and his chil-
dren! Did ye ever hear of Lord John
Kussell, now in the government in the
ould couDthry?"

My reply was: "Certainly, he is one
of England s foremost statesmen of this
day, but did he know your husband i"

"Yo may be sure of it," the widow ex-

claimed, "as I have a certificate from his
lordship recommending Mr. Phelan on
ftraoimt of his aood character, which I
keep near mo all tho whilo that I may
never Iosj it. Would you like to see

it"
"Oh, yes," I replied, "the signature

of sueh a noted mau as Lord Russell, is
well worth examining as a matter of cu-

riosity."
In due time the widow drew forth her

guarded treasnre in the shape of a pack-
age having many wraps from which,
when unfolde.l, dropped asueoioi leiier
pajier with a printed heading, which she
ncked up and handed me as revereni-- y

if as one would hand a prayer-boo- k to a
worshiper in church.

Glancing my eye over it, I found it to
read substantially as follows:

Estates of Lord J. Russell,
County, Ireland,

1852.

To Mi'cfiael Phelin:
You are hereby notified to vacate the

earth-wnlle- thatched tenement now
occupied by yourself and family near
the road, within thirty days
from date of receipt hereof, as it is to le
torn down and removed by order of his
lordship.

Attest
Agent for said Estates.

Dumb rith amazement I glanced
from the paper' to the widow, but liar

, k o 8atj8faction in
possessing this evidence oi iier nus-band'- s

good character was genuine; I
had aien too much of the world not to
have detected any counterfeiting of
such faith as that, and I instantly div-

ined that she could not read, nn 1 heucj
some one had imposed upon her as to
the nature and co-- i tents of the document.
There also stood the ruddy-cheeke- d

girls looking up into my face as to a
superior beiug whoso words could make
or mar their happiness.

Taking iu tho situation ns a flash of
light, my heart refused to let ray lips be
the medium of undeceiving the widow
as to the purport of her paper, and of
causing her faith in its talismanio
powers to be dashed like a fragraut vase
into a thousand pieces nt my feet, never
to be restored to its present symmetry
and i stecm, so, apparently reading the
document through again and again with
most intense and deliberate attention.
my thoughts were meanwhile busy iu
deciding how to act. They followed the
track of this brave. conhdiDg little wo
man, leaving her hovel in Ireland, it
miizht be before dispossessing measures
had been taken, but which, however
humble, was to her a home, warmed by
affection in local and personal attach-
ments, coming across the stormy At-

lantic, only to see it relentlessly requir-
ing the sacrifice of her husband for en-

tombment in its dark caverns, with only
the dirge and requiem of its wild, deep-tone- d

waves; pressing on to Quebec and
Montreal, and thence a thousand miles
or moro to this remote place, and now
only asking for opportunity for honest
and faithful employment at my hands;
how could I refuse at least a trial as a
reward for such faith and perseverance ?

'Twns a moment described by the
great dramatist, "When one touch of
nature makes the whole world akin." I
beheld before me, not an igorant immi-
grant, to be laughed at and thrust aside,


